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BENTON  COUNTY
Park Board


MEETING MINUTES
10 June 2025


Board Members Present		Board Members Absent		Staff Present
Dave McNeal, Chair			Frank Cooper (excused)			Adam J. Fyall
Robert Emmingham			Ismael Mendoza-Jimenez
Michael LeCompte, Secretary
Kit McBurney
David Cannon


The field meeting held at Two Rivers Park was called to order at 6:30 p.m. Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the agenda for the June meeting and the minutes for the May meeting were approved as presented.

Chair Report
Chair McNeal reminded Board members to submit a biography for the website and that Board agendas and minutes should be posted to the park Board website.
Chair McNeal then suggested that it may be time to review the recommendations made by the signage committee in 2021, and that it also may be time to review the Interim Master Plan for Hover Park, considering the progress being made on site.
Chair McNeal stated he hopes some revenue comes in from camping at Horn Rapids Park, before concluding with a reminder of the Board’s established priorities:
· Develop a staffing plan to help with pride in parks
· Develop a financing and implementation strategy for the staffing plan
· Revise the parks ordinance
· Develop a restroom policy for parks, including a budget and maintenance schedule
· Complete the Two Rivers Park boardwalk
· Complete the Hover Park parking improvement project


Staff Report
Adam reported that a Corrections Work Crew recently spent two days and Two Rivers Park doing cleanup and weeding. He hopes the County can get the crews two days a month in the parks going forward.
Adam, Robin, and Gary Westergard agreed to work on the memorial for Donna Raines at Hover.

Business
SILAS Presentation
Trevor Macduff, of the Stem, Instruction, Arts, Leadership and Servanthood (SILAS) project presented to the board about the ongoing Mid-Columbia wide Solar System Project.
The project, which has been in the works for 13 years, starts at the REACH Museum and extends through both Richland and Kennewick and will ultimately include 40 basalt markers and 10 sculptures of planets.
Mr. Macduff presented a proposal to put a sculpture/bench of Saturn in Two Rivers Park.
The board generally liked the idea, while raising a few concerns, including what County resources would be needed concerning maintenance and how vandalism would be deterred.
A motion to recommend approval of the SILAS Solar System Saturn sculpture placement in Two Rivers Park was introduced and passed by the board.
Two Rivers Park picnic tables and shoreline discussion
Member Emmingham brought up a couple of points ahead of the meeting that were placed onto the agenda.
Adam explained that it may be time to replace some of the existing, older aluminum picnic tables at Two Rivers with the industry standard plastisol-coated steel tables. The tables could possibly be ordered in the fall and installed over the winter.
How the shoreline has largely been overgrown at Two Rivers Park was discussed. Some tables at the park aren’t currently used at all because they have no water access. Desirable land has been compressed, due to overgrowth.  Some areas were allowed to grow in years ago, but the shoreline regrowth has been allowed to extend into and claim desirable use areas.
It was generally agreed that stretches of the shoreline needed to be opened back up. Adam and Robin will do some reconnaissance and work with Park staff to determine what areas to work on.
The bathroom situation was further discussed, with frustration expressed about the inadequacy of toilets for a park of such high usage, including the lack of an ADA-compliant restroom.  The Board asked staff to focus on this issue with some urgency.



Public Comment
Joette Sheeley: Said she went and looked at the Hover parking lot project and was impressed by the progress and appreciates the project.
Gary Westergard: Informed the board that the Purple Sage Riders had about $1,200 set aside for signage at Hover, hopefully with the Purple Sage Riders logo and Donna Rains name on it.
George Hager: Reported that there was nothing new from the range. Dave McNeal brought up that the water tanks at the range are now filled ahead of fire season.

Poll of the Board
David Cannon: Had nothing more to add and said he was excited to look at brush that could possibly be removed around the Two Rivers Park shoreline.
Kit McBurney: Expressed how lovely having the meeting at Two Rivers was and how she enjoyed the SILAS presentation and is excited about the project.
Michael LeCompte: Said it was always nice to spend time in one of the board’s parks and said the solar system project seemed cool.
Robin Emmingham: Was pleased to see everyone and shared how nice it was to see our parks being used.
Dave McNeal: Noted that he hopes the board’s priorities will continue to be addressed and how the topics discussed tonight fit into the priorities, including pride in parks.
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